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Policy Proposal: Keeping Church Buildings Closed in the 
Archdeaconry of Tableview 

 
Dated: 4 June 2020 
 
Introduction 
Following the spread of COVID-19 in our Country the State President declared a State of 
National Disaster, under which Lockdown at Level 5 was imposed, of 27 March 2020. As a 
result all parishes and chapelries within the Diocese of Saldanha Bay were required to close 
church buildings to services of worship. The Bishop asked that every day, at 12h00, all 
Clergy ring a bell (if possible), pray the Angelus and say a Mass, if not in the church, then at 
home.  
 
The COVID-19 lockdown has elicited creative and innovative responses from parish 
leadership, in order to enable the parish family to share in worship services and for 
leadership to meet, through various online media platforms: such as Zoom, YouTube, 
Facebook, WhatsApp and Websites, among others. 
 
The COVID-19 Pandemic has swept both our world and country into a new way of life, 
which has brought restrictions that none of us have ever experienced, as also required great 
vigilance, in terms of health precautions and protocols, so that as individuals and those with 
whom we live, we can protected ourselves from being infected by the Corona virus. 
 
As you will all know the State President has subsequently announced that, under very strict 
protocols, places of worship will be allowed to open under Risk Alert Level 3, which came 
into being on Monday 1 June 2020. Minister Dr Nokosazama Dhlamini-Zuma, on 28 May 
2020, issued the detailed regulations in respect of the opening of places of worship. These 
regulations have been sent to each parish in the Archdeaconry. 
 
On Thursday 4 June 2020 the Archdeacon of Tableview, Ven Tobias Mutale, called a 
meeting with the rectors of parishes, as well as the Bishop’s Vicar in All Saints, Atlantis. 
This was to discuss the possible reopening of our church buildings to services of worship. At 
a meeting held a week earlier the Bishop met with Diocesan Chapter, Trust and Finance 
Boards, to address this matter. In that context the Bishop asked each Archdeacon to call a 
meeting with parish leadership, in order to explore the possibility that churches may be 
opened for services in July.   
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After in-depth discussions at the above-mentioned meeting with the Archdeacon, we table 
this Policy Proposal that the churches of the Archdeaconry remain closed for services of 
worship, for the time being. We ask that Parish Leadership consider all aspects of this 
Proposal carefully, in sharing our process of discernment and trusting that you will concur 
with this.  
 
This Policy Proposal is motivated as follows 
a) The Regulations governing the opening of places of worship for services, referred to 
above: In these regulations there are wide-ranging requirements set out for both the 
preparation of church buildings and amenities, as also support and care of persons 
attending. These requirements address preparation of the building and amenities, ongoing 
sanitisation, temperature testing of each person, as they arrive for a service and the 
registration of each congregant attending services – these registers will need to be kept for 
a minimum period of 6 months. In the event of a parishioner having attended worship testing 
positive for COVID-19, test tracing will need to be done making use of the information in the 
register. Thorough sanitization of the church building and amenities is required before and 
after services. 
 
b) COVID-19 Risk Assessment: at the time of writing there is a very high rate and risk of 
COVID-19 transmission in the Western Cape – this Province is the epicentre in South Africa 
for COVID-19 infections and sadly also COVID-19 related deaths. This reality impacts 
seriously on the risk attaching to opening our churches for worship and thus we believe that 
that church leadership is cautioned against taking responsibility for the possibility of 
congregation members contracting COVID-19, through attending a church service. 
Included in this risk assessment is that of the Rector, or other Cleric, Sidesmen and Lay 
Ministers. Cognisance needs to be taken of the risk assessment in regard to all of these 
individuals and their family members.  
 
c) Cost factors: The possibility of incurring considerable expense, should the church be 
required to do ‘deep cleaning’, following a service where a parishioners has attended and 
tested COVID-19 positive. This process may cost several thousand Rand. 
 
d) Connection through online media: this has been referred to above in our introduction. 
Connecting with our people is happening in many different ways - this will continue and we 
hope will be expanded. This means that though the church buildings remain closed, the 
Church, as the people of God, is still very active and alive. Recall St Peter’s words, where 
he says, 
 “4 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s 
sight, and 5 like living stones, let yourselves be built[a] into a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” (1 Pet. 2:4-5 
NRSV). 
We, those ‘living stones’, are being built by God into the church (a spiritual house) which is 
never contained, or restricted, by a building but is the lived presence of Christ’s Body in the 
world.  
 
 
We ask that this Policy Proposal in respect of keeping church buildings closed be 
considered by the leadership of each of the parishes in the Archdeaconry of Tableview and 
that, by Sunday 14 June 2020, we report back to the Archdeacon. The Archdeacon will in 
turn report to the Bishop on this process of discussion and discernment. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Peter%202&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-30387a
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The policy of keeping the churches closed will be reviewed following the release of revised 
regulations by the Government, after 15 June 2020, which we anticipate in respect of the 
recent Judgement in the Pretoria High Court. It is however recommended at this stage that 
the churches remain closed until the end of July. 
 
Yours in Christ. 
 
Blessings,  

 

Venerable Tobias Mutale 
Archdeacon of Tableview         


